Project news in English by Talent City

About project: "Create to integrate”
Project No. AD-29626-2012_1a. 

Support - NORDPLUS ADULT (development project in adult education). 

Time: September 1, 2012 - August 31, 2013 (12 months).

Coordinator Organization - NGO "Talent City" (Latvia). 

Project partners: Balninkai school parents Committee (Lithuania), Alytus music school (Lithuania), Svenska Kyrkan (Sweden) Svefi Academy (Sweden).

  The project aims 
to develop innovative training programs and methods for real integration with arts and crafts as a basis for adaptation to a new environment.
 Result of the Project -

Partners will establish a portfolio of visual material - a step-by-step cards, instructions for trainers, as well as DVD material that can be applied during the training process of integration at an early stage. In total 40 cards will be developed according to the seasons. Nordic and Baltic countries will share their experience in four working meetings.

Planned Project mobilities:

29.10. - 2.11.2012. – Kick-off at Haparanda, Sweden. Focus - on traditions.

1.-5.03.2013. Workshops in Lithuania. Focus – on music.

June, the 2013 Workshops Latvia. Focus – on handicrafts.

August 2013th The final panel discussion in Sweden, Orkeljunga. Focus – on drama skills.

It is planned later to expand the Project and  include new members and organizations.

We would like to prove that the creative integration can be great! or "Create to Inte - GREAT!"

"Create the integrate " 1st meeting in Haparanda, year 2012

From October 30 to November 4, 2012, Talent City (Laura and Rita) attended the first Nordplus Adult meeting of the project in Sweden, Haparanda. The project name is "Create to Integrate" (Creative Integration) with the participation of organizations from 5 countries, 1 Latvian, 2 Lithuanian and 2 Swedish.

As Haparanda is located on the border between Finland and Sweden, we got to know culture and traditions of two Nordic countries. After visiting the Museum of the Arctic, we watched a musical guest performance theater, went bowling and played volleyball and table tennis in Svefi academy gym, but in Rovaniemi town we met a real Santa Claus. Next project meeting is planned for early March 2012 in Lithuania. Project is implemented with the financial support from Nordplus Adult programme.

"Create to integrate " 2nd meeting - visit to Lithuania

From 1 to March 6, 2013 Talent City attended Adult Nordplus project activities in Lithuania. This time, all participants of the project partners were received by Balninkai and Alytus partners. At this meeting the theme was "Spring traditions."

Participant Inese Kalnina recalls:

 "First we visited Balninkai town. Participated in the first day of educational activities - learned to play folk games, learned how in Lithuania they traditionally decorate eggs for Easter, creating drawings with wax, and made the decorations from fine paper as greeting cards. In Balninkai we got acquainted with the school, local government, glass museum, Fishermen museum. The next day Balninkai representatives organized a tour to Moletai Astronomy Observatory, where we listened to fascinating stories about the stars and astronomy. We also visited the neighboring Lithuanian Ethnocosmology museum.

The next day, on the way to the city of Alytus, in Lithuania, we visited the annual fair Kaziukai, getting acquainted with Lithuanian handicraft traditional things.

Alytus city representatives - Music School, presented the project participants with the Lithuanian folk instruments, and taught how to make them, and provided excellent music school adult students' concert. During the meeting, the participants presented their national traditions and made the spontaneous performances.

While visiting the city of Alytus, on the second day we visited the City Council, became acquainted with the history of the city,visited Vilnius Saint. Benedict Gymnasium. Project participants very actively communicated with each other using a variety of languages - English, Russian and German. Next meeting of the project participants – in June, 2013, in Latvia.
News: http://www.balninkai.moletai.lm.lt/?qw=new&newid=64
Third Project meeting – in Latvia

The most beautiful summer holidays this year we s[ent tpgether with the "Create to integrate " project participants who visited Latvia from 22-June 27, 2013. First two days of activities took place in Riga. During the first day we got to know new members, all visited Talent City where we created summer poppies from candy. Guests stayed at hotel "Augustine", where in the cozy courtyard Project coordinators organized a meeting in the evening - creative activities: like candle decorations, Midsummer wreath making and learning Latvian dances with the folk group "Pērkonieši." But to watch Midsummer Night Ligo activities guests could in two places – at Dzegužkalns and at  the waterfront of Riga.

June 24th, in the morning, we went all together to Pavilosta. Along the way we stopped to look at Sabile -at rag dolls. In Kuldīga at Ventas waterfall, at Jūrkalne. In Alsunga we enjoyed national dish –“sklandrauši” (carrot cakes), looked at Ēdole castle. The other days we spent in Pāvilosta - there were organized activities both - at the hotel and on the beachside, including smoked fish activity, bread-making activity, natural herb exploration and meditation at the sea, visit to local museum and excursion by boat. Finally, we built a huge circle – “dižaplis”- of materials available in nature.

"Create the integrate” 4th meeting in Sweden, 2013

The final panel was held in Sweden, from 2013, 21, August to August 26, in Orkeljunga. From Latvia it was attended by Rita Liepiņa and Ginta Kristjansone.
Ginta reflects: "Project „Creative to integrate” activities this time we had in Orkeljunga, southern Sweden.

We had a great opportunity not only to meet with the miraculous nature of Sweden, the Swedish history, culture and traditions, but also the special attitude of Sweden towards immigrants. Attending school in Orkeljunga for immigrants, having meal along with  immigrants,we could see how small our world remains, that somewhere on the globe you can meet with representatives of different countries, each with his /her own culture, traditions and life stories and learn to be together.

We project-members, as teachers, gained the experience of training immigrants, cross-tested the items produced in the project "Step by Step", where nine photographs show how the craft can be prepared in the offered handcraft method. In addition, the training seemed interesting, because in this process the essence of language as a communication tool is turned off. After the process we were able to draw our own conclusions how this method should be improved.

After getting to know other countries culture, traditions, let’s hope that each of us will become richer and not lose our identity."
Project „Create to Integrate”completed

We have completed Nordplus Adult Development Project No. AD-2012_1a-29626, in which, together with the two partners of Lithuania, and two of Sweden for the full year we were searching for the best methods of integration. We were lucky with great and responsive partners. Together we participated in four project meetings - in northern Sweden, Lithuania, Latvia and southern Sweden.

Within the project we have prepared materials for integration - handicraft cards "step by step" to help successful integration at an early stage of learning the language in parallel to language lessons. We have prepared a small dictionary with explanations (glossary) and materials for teachers. The new method we were able to practically test in Orkeljunga town in southern Sweden we conducted lessons for immigrants in Sweden from different countries. It did not go easily, and we came to the conclusion that the explanations are still needed, but everybody liked our method. Probably we will continue to have a project with new partners from other Nordic countries.

Our partners from Sweden helped to set up a project group on Facebook, as well as the project website, where you will find all the materials of final products: http://cti.svefi.net

We are delighted that the whole project was well planned and managed, and went as planned. In total we also managed to prove the message in the title of the project (which included a play on words) - that integration can be also great! (InteGRATE – InteGREAT!)

